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SECTION A

1. Of Mice and Men

Answer part (a) and either part (b) or part (c).

You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on part (a), and about 40 minutes on part (b) or
part (c).

(a) Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:

What do you think of the way Curley speaks and behaves here? Give reasons for what 
you say, and remember to support your answer with words and phrases from the 
extract. [10]

Either,

(b) Choose a character whom you think is a victim of the society in which he or she lives. 
Write about this character, explaining the reasons for your choice. [20]

Or,

(c) Write about Crooks and the ways in which he is affected by the society in which he 
lives.

Think about:
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with brown eyes and a head of tightly curled hair. He wore a work glove on his left hand, and like 
the boss, he wore high-heeled boots. ‘Seen my old man?’ he asked.

think.’

glanced coldly at George and then at Lennie. His arms gradually bent at the elbows and his hands 
closed into fists. He stiffened and went into a slight crouch. His glance was at once calculating 
and pugnacious. Lennie squirmed under the look and shifted his feet nervously. Curley stepped 
gingerly close to him. ‘You the new guys the old man was waitin’ for?’

‘Let the big guy talk.’
Lennie twisted with embarrassment.
George said: ‘S’pose he don’t want to talk?’
Curley lashed his body around. ‘By Christ, he’s gotta talk when he’s spoke to. What the hell are 

you gettin’ into it for?’
‘We travel together,’ said George coldly.
‘Oh, so it’s that way.’
George was tense and motionless. ‘Yeah, it’s that way.’
Lennie was looking helplessly to George for instruction.
‘An’ you won’t let the big guy talk, is that it?’
‘He can talk if he want to tell you anything.’ He nodded slightly to Lennie.

Curley stared levelly at him. ‘Well, nex’ time you answer when you’re spoke to.’ He turned 
towards the door and walked out, and his elbows were still bent out a little.
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2. Anita and Me

Answer part (a) and either part (b) or part (c).

You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on part (a), and about 40 minutes on part (b) or
part (c).

(a) Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:

What does this extract show you about Meena’s feelings? Remember to support your 
answer with words and phrases from the extract. [10]

Either,

(b) Write about Sam Lowbridge and what he shows us about the community in which he 
lives. [20]

 Or,

(c)

Think about:
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Sam interrupted, a sly grin curling the corners of his mouth: ‘Yow don’t do nothing but talk, 
“Uncle”. And give everything away to some darkies we’ve never met. We don’t give a toss for 

unconcerned, gripping his bottle of whisky like a weapon. Uncle Alan’s mouth was opening 

supporters, is he?’
And then a rasping voice came from somewhere in the throng, ‘You tell him, son.’

straight into his eyes. He shifted from foot to foot and glanced away.

my mate, the boy who had taught me how to shoot a fairground rifle, who terrorised everyone 

Uncle Alan was half-running towards the gate, towards Sam who was strolling back to his 

Sam aimed his moped straight at Uncle Alan who was now outside the gates, making him 

lackeys, who manoeuvred in and out of each other like a bunch of May-mad midges until they 
were nothing but annoying buzzy specks in the distance. Uncle Alan sat heavily down on the grass 
and rested his head on his arms. People were now crowding round papa, offering condolences 

him, Mr Ku-mar, he’s always been a bad-un . . .’ Papa smiled graciously at them, shrugging his 

legs.

‘Sam Lowbridge, He’s dead bloody hard, in’t he?’

had reached the haven of papa’s arms.
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3. To Kill a Mockingbird

Answer part (a) and either part (b) or part (c).

You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on part (a), and about 40 minutes on part (b) or
part (c).

(a) Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:

What do you think of the way Tom Robinson speaks and behaves here? Give reasons 
for what you say, and remember to support your answer with words and phrases from 
the extract. [10]

Either,

(b) Write about Calpurnia and what she shows us about the society in which she lives.

Think about:

 Or,

(c) What impressions do you have of the society in Maycomb, the town where Scout, Jem 
and Atticus live?

Think about:
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Tom’s black velvet skin had begun to shine, and he ran his hand over his face.

it. They all gone to town.”’
Tom’s discomfort was not from the humidity. ‘What did you say then, Tom?’ asked Atticus.

save like that, an’ nice of her to treat ’em.’

chiffarobe.’

swear ’fore God.’
‘What happened after you turned the chair over?’

Underwood sitting across the room.
‘Tom, you’ve sworn to tell the whole truth. Will you tell it?’
Tom ran his hand nervously over his mouth.
‘What happened after that?’
‘Answer the question,’ said Judge Taylor. One-third of his cigar had vanished.

‘Jumped on you? Violently?’

This time Judge Taylor’s gavel came down with a bang, and as it did the overhead lights went 
on in the courtroom. Darkness had not come, but the afternoon sun had left the windows. Judge 
Taylor quickly restored order.

‘Then what did she do?’
The witness swallowed hard. ‘She reached up an’ kissed me ’side of th’ face. She says she never 

kissed a grown man before an’ she might as well kiss a nigger. She says what her papa do to her 

‘What did he say?’
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4. I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings

Answer part (a) and either part (b) or part (c).

You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on part (a), and about 40 minutes on part (b) or
part (c).

(a) Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:

What impressions do you get of the church service here? Remember to support your 
answer with words and phrases from the extract. [10]

 Either,

(b) What have you found out about the town of Stamps and its community from your 
reading of I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings?

Think about:

Or,

(c) Write about some of Maya’s experiences of racism in the 1930s and 1940s in I Know 
Why The Caged Bird Sings and explain how she coped with them. [20]
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Sister Monroe, which we always called simply “the incident,” had taken place, we had been 
too astounded to laugh. But for weeks after, all we needed to send us into violent out-bursts 
of laughter was a whispered “Preach it.” Anyway, he pushed my knee, covered his mouth and 

hoping that a look from her would root me safely to my sanity. But for the first time in memory 

that emotional lady up short with a severe look or two. But Sister Monroe’s voice had already 

Two deacons wedged themselves around Brother Jackson as a preventative measure and two 
large determined looking men walked down the aisle toward Sister Monroe.

increasing his volume too. Then suddenly, like a summer rain, Sister Monroe broke through the 
cloud of people trying to hem her in, and flooded up to the pulpit. She didn’t stop this time but 

Bailey said out loud, “Hot dog” and “Damn” and “She’s going to beat his butt.”
But Reverend Thomas didn’t intend to wait for that eventuality, so as Sister Monroe 

approached the pulpit from the right he started descending from the left. He was not intimidated 
by his change of venue. He continued preaching and moving. He finally stopped right in front of 
the collection table, which put him almost in our laps, and Sister Monroe rounded the altar on his 
heels, followed by the deacons, ushers, some unofficial members and a few of the bigger children.

Just as the elder opened his mouth, pink tongue waving, and said, “Great God of Mount 
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5. Chanda’s Secrets

Answer part (a) and either part (b) or part (c).

You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on part (a), and about 40 minutes on part (b) or
part (c).

(a) Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:

What are your thoughts and feelings as you read this extract? Write about words and 
phrases you find effective in creating these thoughts and feelings, and explain why you 
find them effective. [10]

 Either,

(b) Rumours and superstitions are important in Chanda’s Secrets. Write about some 
rumours and superstitions in the novel and explain the effect they have on events. 

historical context. [20]

 Or,

(c)
its effect on her family and community. Write about some of the ways in which she 
comes to this understanding. [20]
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parents.
We drive through a gate in the barbed-wire fence, past a metal sign announcing township 

The winding dirt roads are filled with potholes. Last rainy season, hearses got stuck in them. 

afraid the bouncing may break Sara’s coffin.
We pull up to the site. We’re not alone. There’s a row of eight fresh graves, the earth piled 

gates. Mourners hop off pickup trucks and search for their dead. A fight breaks out over who’s 
supposed to be in holes five and six.

Meanwhile, our priest climbs to the top of Sara’s mound and delivers a scripture reading about 

The dead have disappeared as if they never lived.
This is what Sara will have.

for her without them disappearing.

brothers’ lost their canvas tops years ago, and the fences bent out of shape the moment the graves 
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SECTION B

Spend about 1 hour on this section. Think carefully about the poems before you write your answer.

Both poems are about relationships that have gone wrong.

6. Write about both poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar and how they are
different.

You may write about each poem separately and then compare them, or make comparisons
where appropriate in your answer as a whole.

You may wish to include some or all of these points:

[20]

First Love

Mick Gowar

*regime - system

Rejection

A coat of 
shame that says ‘he 
doesn’t want you.’

Acrid, bitter.

Like the whisper of voices
Behind my back.
‘He didn’t want her.
He dumped her.’

Like the scraping of fingernails
On a blackboard,

But like having
a layer of skin missing.

Slightly leftover
Like the last, curled sandwich 
When all the guests
Have gone.

Jenny Sullivan

* nondescript - ordinary
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